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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: a Response to 
Election/Restriction Requirement filed on 09/05/2007. 

• Claims 9-13, and 16-17 are elected by the applicant with traverse. 

• Claims 9-13, and 16-17 are now pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments on page 1, filed 09/05/2007, with respect to the election of 
restriction requirement have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Upon 
further consideration, the examiner still recognizes the present inventions as 
independent or distinct for the reasons given in the Requirement for Restriction/Election 
mailed 07/05/2007. The restriction for examination purposes as indicated in earlier 
correspondence is proper since the inventions both require searches in multiple 
subclasses, and have acquired a separate status in the art due to their recognized 
divergent subject matter, and therefore would put serious burden on the examiner if 
restriction is not made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 12, recite the limitations "...the first accounting amount calculation unit 
decreases the first accounting amount for the second requester apparatus when the 
second requester apparatus executes the image processing requested by the first 
requester apparatus and then the image processing requested by the second requester 
apparatus is executed". There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in 
the specification. These limitations are not defined in the specification. Hence, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention; 
therefore, further clarification to this matter is requested from the applicant. 

Examiner Notes 

Examiner cites particular paragraphs, columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to 
the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply 
as well. It is respectfully requested that, in preparing responses, the applicant fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

4 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

♦ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ikegami 
Munemitsu, JP 1 1-164068. 

Re claim 9, Ikegami Munemitsu discloses an accounting apparatus (see abstract) 
for charging for a process for image data (see abstract), executed in response to a 
request from a requester (see abstract and paragraphs 15-24), wherein the process for 
the image data includes at least a predetermined image processing for the image data 
and an image formation processing of the image data subjected to the image 
processing (see abstract and paragraphs 7-26), the accounting apparatus comprising: a 
first accounting amount calculation unit (see drawing 1 ) for calculating a first accounting 
amount for the executed image processing (see abstract, and paragraphs 7-38); and an 
accounting unit (see drawing 1 ) for executing an accounting processing of charging the 
requester, which has made the request for the image processing and the image 
formation processing, for the calculated first accounting amount (see abstract, and 
paragraphs 7-38). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was l^nown or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a 
patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 9-11, 13, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) or (e) as being 
anticipated by Komiya, US 2002/0196452. 

Re claim 9, Komiya discloses an accounting apparatus (see abstract; figures 1, 
3, 7, 12-13) for charging for a process for image data, executed in response to a 
request from a requester (see figures 12-13; paragraphs 56-81, 85-107), wherein the 
process for the image data includes at least a predetermined image processing for the 
image data and an image formation processing of the image data subjected to the 
image processing (see figures 7-8, 10-13; paragraphs 37-48, 54, 56-81, 85-107), the 
accounting apparatus comprising: a first accounting amount calculation unit (see figures 
1-3) for calculating a first accounting amount for the executed image processing (see 
figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 37-48, 56-81, 85-107); and an accounting unit (see figures 
1-3) for executing an accounting processing of charging the requester, which has made 
the request for the image processing and the image formation processing, for the 
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calculated first accounting amount (see figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 37-48, 56-81, 85- 
107). 

Re claim 10, Komiya further discloses a second accounting amount calculation 
unit (see figures 1-3) for calculating a second accounting amount for the executed 
image formation processing (see figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 56-81, 85-107), wherein: 
the accounting unit executes the accounting processing of charging the requester, 
which has made the request for the image processing and the image formation 
processing, for the calculated first accounting amount and the calculated second 
accounting amount (see figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 56-81, 85-107). 

Re claim 11, Komiya further discloses the requester includes a first requester 
apparatus and a second requester apparatus (see figures 1, 3, 8, 10-13); and the first 
accounting amount calculation unit increases the first accounting amount for the first 
requester apparatus when the second requester apparatus executes the image 
processing requested by the first requester apparatus (see figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 
15-16, 56-81, 85-107, note that the accounting amount for the first requester apparatus 
will increase when executed by the second requester apparatus if test printing is also 
desired by the first requestor apparatus in addition to the actual printing). 

Re claim 13, Komiya further discloses the request for the image processing 
designates details of the image processing (see figures 8, 10-13); and the first 
accounting amount calculation unit calculates the first accounting amount on the basis 
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of the designated details of the image processing (see figures 8, 10-13; paragraphs 56- 
81, 85-107). 

Re claim 16, claim 16 recites identical features, as claim 9, except claim 16 is a 
method claim. Thus, arguments made for claim 9 are applicable for claim 16. 

Re claim 17, claim 17 recites identical features, as claim 11, except claim 17 is a 
method claim. Thus, arguments made for claim 1 1 are applicable for claim 17. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pawandeep S. Dhingra whose telephone number is 
571-270-1231 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Pd 

November 20, 2007 




TWYLER LAMB- r4 A5|C3/\.o) 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



